The importance of skin vessel wall immune deposits in the course of the systemic and articular features of rheumatoid arthritis. A prospective study.
Fifty-one rheumatoid arthritis patients were examined prospectively during a 3-year investigation period by means of immunohistological, histological, and instrumental clinical methods. Skin vessel wall immune deposits (SVWID) were found in 21/51 patients at the first and in 11/35 patients at the concluding investigation. Patients with SVWID showed more extra-articular features, more rapid progress of joint damage, higher mortality frequency, higher inflammatory activity, and higher levels of circulating immune complexes, compared with patients without SVWID.